
 

PARKVIEW PULSE 
parkview.ps.yrdsb.ca 

 

March / April 2019

 

 

SCHOOL CONTACT 
INFORMATION 

PRINCIPAL 
Shelley Anand 

VICE-PRINCIPAL 
Dalia Osman 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Peter Tse 

TRUSTEE 

Ron Lynn 

SCHOOL TIMES 

8:25 am  
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A Message from your Administrative Team 

In the months of March and April, we have engaged in learning 

about a variety of social justice issues. We have learned more 
about our Indigenous Communities, International Day of Pink, 

Youth Homelessness and Stewardship. The common thread in 
all of these explorations and learning has been global 
citizenship. At Parkview, we strongly believe that our students 

can make a difference in the world.      
 

We are learning that, as members of society, we will make an 
impact on the earth, and all of its inhabitants. As such, we are 
working towards building our students up to know that they can 

have a positive impact by taking action on a matter of 
importance.     

 
As we begin the process of organizing classes for September 

2019, it is valuable for parents/guardians to understand the 

procedure used in student placement decisions. The ultimate 

goal in all our efforts at Parkview P.S. is to enhance student 

achievement and well-being. We attempt to place students in 

the most positive learning environment possible given each 

individual pupil’s skills, knowledge, attitudes, work and social 

habits. A great deal of time is spent ensuring that each 

student’s academic and social needs are met. Classes at each 

grade level are formed using the following criteria: 

 Class sizes consistent with Ministry and Board guidelines 

 A gender balance in each class 

 A range of performance levels within each class 

 Promoting positive social relationships 

If you have any information about your child that you feel would 

be pertinent in the placement process (e.g., learning styles, 

twins’ placements), please inform the principal in writing by 

Monday, May 6th, 2019. In order to assist us in our efforts 

to create balanced classrooms and to create the optimum 

learning environments, we respectfully ask your assistance in 

not making requests for specific teachers or specific friendship 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/parkview.ps/Pages/default.aspx


A Message from your Administrative Team  

groupings. While your input is carefully considered, the final decision about a child’s placement 

rests with the school team. We appreciate all your ongoing support. 

To all of our families, we would like to thank you for your partnership and support as we work 
together to build a strong community for our Panthers.  

 

   Shelley Anand   Dalia Osman 

         Principal    Vice-Principal  

A Message from your School Council  

Avoid the line-ups at the Parkview BBQ Fun Fair and pre-order your food, drink and event tickets as 
well as the Carnival Game Pass on school cash on-line.  School Cash on-line will open on Friday, May 

10th and close on Sunday, May 26th.  Further details will be sent home with the BBQ Fun Fair program. 
IMPORTANT:  The Carnival Game Pass is available by pre-order only.  You cannot purchase the 
Carnival Game Pass at the BBQ Fun Fair on June, 6th, 2019. In addition, we would like for the students 

who participated in the art contest for the BBQ Fun Fair program.  The winning art will be featured on 
the BBQ Fun Fair Program and posters.  Please look around the school to see this wonderful art. 

 

 
 
Parkview’s BBQ Fun Fair will be held on Thursday, June 6th from 3:15 to 6:00.  This event gets better 

every year thanks to volunteers: parents, Parkview faculty and staff, community members and high 
school students earning their volunteer credits.  Every volunteer shift filled contributes greatly to 
making the BBQ Fun Fair the wonderful year-end celebration!  If you are interested in 
volunteering for a shift, email Lisa at parkviewbbqvolunteers@gmail.com.  Options for shift sign-up will 

include: 1:20 to 3:00 (set-up), 3:00 to 4:00, 4:00 to 5:00, 5:00 to 6:00 and 6:00 to 7:00 (Clean-
Up).  We appreciate your help! BBQ Committee 

 
It's spring and the Healthy Living Committee has been working with Parkview's Grade 3 students to 
grow our garden tower in the front hall, making direct connections with the Grade 3 Science 

Curriculum. The children have been enthusiastically planting seeds and eventually transplanting them 
to the garden tower. The children have learned about plants and have gained an important skill: being 
able to grow your own food. Based on parent permission, they will soon have the chance to partake 

in a pasta snack incorporating some of what they've grown. The Healthy Living Committee has also 
been providing snacks for all Parkview students throughout the year. Particularly in the primary 
division, it has been noted that some extra calories from healthy sources sometimes make a big 

difference in learning and self-regulation. Happy Earth Day to all! Healthy Living Committee 
 
Get ready for summer reading! Please join us for a fun shopping event at Indigo/Chapters in 

Markham (Hwy#7 and Woodbine) on Tuesday, June 18th at 6-9pm. Come out and support our 
fundraising effort. 20% of eligible sales will go towards purchasing relevant, age-appropriate books 
for our classroom libraries. Fundraising Committee  

mailto:parkviewbbqvolunteers@gmail.com


 
It seems like the school year has flown by and there are only two months left. Where has the time 

gone?  We are still actively engaged in the school and have a few activities planned to support the 
conclusion of our successful school year. For those of you with children graduating from Parkview or 
moving away in the Fall, we wish you all the best and you will be missed. For the remaining Parkview 

Panthers, we look forward to seeing you again in the Fall for a new year of learning and partnership.     
                                   Anoosh Sharif   Flora Ho 

         Council Chair   Council Chair  

Difference Makers – 360 Kids Experience 

On Friday March 29th, 16 grade eight students from Parkview Public School, participated in the 360 
Kids Experience.  Hosted by 360 Kids, a homeless shelter for youth based in York Region, the 360 

Experience is a chance to have a firsthand experience to develop an understanding challenges faced 
by some of our homeless youth.  
 

Around 7:00pm, the activities began. In the first activity, each group of students were given a single 
egg. We were instructed to treat the egg as if it was a loved one, and our job was to protect it at all 
costs.  We then received a certain amount of ‘money’, ranging from $250 to more than $2000, and 

we were able to purchase items to protect our egg, as it would later be thrown into the air to drop. 
The group that received over $2000, was the only group that was able to protect its egg properly to 
prevent it from cracking. This was a powerful learning experience for us. We learned that each group 

was a metaphor for different families with different incomes, ranging from extremely low to 
extremely high. We learned that some families are afforded more privilege and access to resources 
allowing them more opportunities to protect their families, regardless of the fact that everyone cares 

deeply for loved ones and sometimes circumstances don’t allow for equitable access.   
 
At 9:00, we were all given one sleeping bag, one large cardboard box and one tarp as we made our 

way outside. We needed to build a shelter that would be warm, dry, and safe enough to sleep in 
overnight. We had the option to pool resources and build shelters with groups or partners if we chose 
to. Over the course of the evening, we had an opportunity to meet with local police officers and we 

learned about some of the situations that may result in youth becoming homeless. At midnight we 
headed back outside to try to sleep outside in our shelters. Some had more difficulty than others 
falling asleep.  This was not an easy task, we realized that we take so many things for granted such 

as our homes, warm clothing, beds, food for granted and that these are basic needs that everyone 
in society deserves and should have access to.  
 

 
 
After all our learning at Parkview, we have developed more empathy and we realized how important 
it is to support others in our community to help make the world a better place. We also know that 

we are never too young to make a difference.  Thank you to 360 Kids and our administration and 
teachers for providing such a meaningful learning experience, it has made us realize that we must 



always help others and think critically when we hear stereotypes that exist in society. This is an 
experience that we will all remember for the rest of our lives. Kimiya and Tierney 

 

EQAO   

EQAO (Education Quality and Accountability Office) 
 Independent agency of the provincial government 

 Ensures greater accountability and better quality of education in Ontario’s publicly funded 
school system 

 Provides teachers, parents, and public with information about student achievement 
 Uses data collected to make recommendations for improvement in the learning and 

teaching processes 

 Conducted annually with all Grade 3 and 6 students in publicly funded schools in Ontario 
 Questions are based on provincial expectations in The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8 

 Contains performance-based activities (written responses and multiple-choice questions) 
 Marked according to 4 levels of achievement where Level 3 is provincial standard 
 Six one-hour sessions (4 Language sections and 2 Mathematics sections) 

 
At school, we are supporting our students by: 

 Being positive: it is an opportunity for the students to show what they know 
 Focusing on trying their best 
 Simulating testing conditions by having students write parts of former tests in class  

 Having students self-assess their work using provided rubrics, checklists and exemplars 
 Building a safe, inclusive learning environment that promotes risk taking and values 

mistakes 
 Having students look at examples provided by the Ministry to examine what student work 

looks like at each level 

 Regularly encouraging students to communicate their ideas with peers  
 During guided reading and writing, using EQAO texts and writing tasks as our lesson 

 
At home, you can continue supporting your child by: 

 Being positive: assure your child that you want them to try his/her best 
 Looking through your child’s portfolio / work to review concepts learned in class 
 Talking with your child about what they are learning about in class 

 Reading with your child regularly; visiting public library together; engaging in 
conversation about what they are reading 

 Providing your child with authentic writing experiences (email, journal, etc.) 
 Talk about math in everyday life 

 

Encourage your child to persevere and problem solve by asking guiding / prompting questions 
such as: 

 Are you stuck? What can you do next? 
 Read the question again and tell me what you are being asked to do? 
 What do you think that means? 

 Can you explain how you arrived at that answer? 
 What strategy could you use to help you solve the problem? 

 
Parkview will be completing EQAO Assessments on: Tuesday, May 28 – Thursday, May 30th.  
Please try to avoid any appointments on these three days. Research shows that children perform 

better when they are well rested and sent to school with a healthy lunch and snack and bottle 
of water.  

 

http://www.eqao.com/en


Curriculum Corner - Building a Mathematical Growth Mindset 

Did you know… 
 Brain research is showing that messages students pick up from their parents about math 

and their parents’ relationships with math can change students’ math learning and 
achievement 

 Teachers and parents need to replace sympathetic messages such as “Don’t worry, math 
isn’t your thing” with positive messages such as “You can do this, I believe in you, math is 
an open, beautiful subject that is all about effort and hard work.” 

 Fixed mindset thinking is very damaging.  A mindset in which they believe they are either 
smart or are not… and some of the students most damaged by these beliefs are high-

achieving girls. 
 The highest achieving students in the world are those with a growth mindset 

 

 
What is a growth mindset? 

Through decades of research, Dr. Carol Dweck, a Stanford University Psychologist, found that 
people’s beliefs about their intelligence differ. Some people believe that their intelligence and 
abilities are unchangeable. In other words, you have a certain amount of intelligence, and you 

can’t do much to change it. This is called a “fixed mindset.” Think about the phrase, “I’m not a 
math person.” This statement indicates a fixed mindset about math, because it attributes math 

ability to an unchangeable quality. 
Others have different ideas about their intelligence and abilities. Some people believe that it is 
possible to grow your intelligence through effort. This is called a “growth mindset.” Think about 

the phrase, “Math was really confusing at first, but I’ve studied hard all year and I understand it a 
lot better now.” This indicates a growth mindset, because it shows a willingness to dig in deep. 

 
 
Why is it important? 

Holding a fixed or a growth mindset has huge implications when it comes to motivation. If children 
have a fixed notion of intelligence, they probably believe that success has a lot to do with talent. 

They may think that some are born with the ability to succeed, and others just aren’t. They might 
view successful people as possessing some unattainable, innate gift. The side effect of the fixed 

mindset is a helpless or apathetic attitude toward effort — especially when it comes to challenging 
tasks. The simple belief that intelligence is malleable can better equip children for challenging tasks 
and difficult subject matter. If they know that they can develop their abilities, that effort and 

dedication make a difference in the formula for success, and then children won’t become paralyzed 
by challenge. The growth mindset creates a love of learning and a resilience that is essential for 

achieving goals. 
 
 

How will it help my child? 
Research has shown that children with a growth mindset do better in school. In a study with middle 

school students, Dr. Lisa Blackwell found that students with a growth mindset earned higher math 
grades when compared to students with a fixed mindset. Students in Washington, D.C. who were 
taught a growth mindset outperformed all of their peers on standardized tests in the district. Many 

studies show that children who have a growth mindset behave differently when confronted with a 
challenge, and end up learning from their mistakes instead of being paralyzed by them. 

 
 
 

 

https://www.mindsetworks.com/parents/understanding-mindset


Equity Corner 

As a school staff, we have been engaged in critical reflection of the materials, texts and resources 
we share with our students. It is our responsibility to ensure that our students see themselves 

represented, reflected and respected within our learning community. As our students increase in 
their understandings of the world around them and their connection to it, they will be better able 

to take action, make a positive impact, and support the growth of our future generations. 
 

        
 

Safety Reminders 

To support student safety, we remind parents/guardians of the following important items: 
 

- Students cannot be dropped off to school earlier than 8:15am, 

at which point supervision begins. There is NO supervision 
before 8:15am; 

- Students must go straight home at dismissal time @ 3:00pm; 
- Parents/guardians must inform the office & classroom teacher, 

if there are any changes in dismissal routines; 
- Please do not park in the staff parking lot, particularly during 

entry and dismissal times. This will help ensure student safety. 

- As the weather continues to change on a daily basis, we 
encourage students to bring in layers and be prepared for the 

cold and/or warming temperatures 
 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support in ensuring student safety. 

 

Summer Institute 

Looking for summer learning and fun activities for students entering Senior Kindergarten to 

Grade 8? Summer Institute offers academic, recreational and athletic programs and activities 
with intentional links to the Ontario Curriculum. 
 

The program runs for 6 weeks during July – August. It is offered at 11 schools sites around York 
Region. 

 
For more information on dates, programs, locations and pricing, please visit the Summer 
Institute page on www.yrdsb.ca. Families can register on line, in person or by mail.  

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/summer/si/Pages/default.aspx
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file:///C:/Users/michelle.mcallister/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2YBQIG2F/www.yrdsb.ca


 


